[image: image1.png]s e

“Looks aren’t everything. It’s what’s inside you
that really matters. A biology teacher told me that.”
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2022 – 2023 BIOLOGY
PLAN FOR SUCCESS

Mrs. Kennedy
Welcome to Biology!  The goal of this course is to familiarize you with the basic principles of the study of life.  We will accomplish this through a variety of fun & interesting activities.  Below you will find a list of the topics that will be covered during each semester this year.

	FALL SEMESTER
	SPRING SEMESTER

	The Scientific Process 
	Meiosis / Cell reproduction

	Ecology & Environmental Issues
	Genetics & Biotechnology

	Cells & Cellular processes
	Nucleic Acids

	Bioenergetics
	Evolution / History of Life

	*Body systems will be spiraled throughout the year.
	Classification of Living Things


CONTACT INFORMATION

Instructor:  Mrs. Nicole Kennedy, B.A. Biological Sciences Education, M.Ed Secondary Education

Room: F403 

Email:  kennedy.nicole@cusd80.com
Phone:  480-224-3079
Office Hours: Monday – Friday, 2:15 – 3:00 pm.   Please schedule an appointment.  

Class website:  We will be using Google classroom for online resources and our class schedule
Remind texts:  Please subscribe to Remind to receive text reminders for this class.  Text the message: @phskennedy to 81010.  You can also subscribe using the link:  remind.com/join/phskennedy
REQUIRED MATERIALS

Three Ring Binder  (1 inch) or you may have a designated Biology section in a larger binder
Paper
Pens or Pencils

GRADING

Every student in this class has an A on the first day of class.  It is your responsibility to work hard and do your best to keep your A.  You will receive points for participation and performance.  Your grade will be based on the following:

· Semester cumulative = 80% of semester grade

· 50% - Tests / quizzes 

· 40% - Classwork

· 10% - Homework

· Final exam = 20% of semester grade
Your grade will be determined by the number of points earned in the class.  Please keep track of your grade using Infinite Campus.
A = 90 – 100%

B = 80 – 89%

C = 70 – 79%

D = 60 – 69%
*The purpose of coursework in this class is to increase student understanding and knowledge, not just to earn a grade.  Grades may not be given for every assignment in this class.
ABSENCES

If you have an excused absence, you are responsible for the work that you missed.  Extra copies of assignments and makeup work can be found in the pocket folder for each day of the week and will be posted in google classroom.  Please see the Weekly Agendas posted at the beginning of each week. It is your responsibility to complete and turn in your work on time.  If you are absent on a test/quiz day, please be prepared to make up the assessment in class on the day you return (exceptions will be made for extended absences).

EXTRA HELP 

If you are having trouble with this class, please bring it to my attention.  I will be happy to work with you outside of class.  Please let me know when you plan on stopping by & don’t wait until it’s too late!  Please email me with any questions or concerns.
LATE WORK

Late work is not accepted for credit, so please turn in your work on or before the due date.  There are exceptions for excused absences or other extreme circumstances.  Please discuss these situations with me.  You will receive 3 Puma Passes each semester (with the opportunity to earn more) which will allow you to turn in an assignment 1 DAY after the due date.
EXTRA CREDIT
There may be opportunities to earn extra credit throughout the year.  
Puma Passes – You will receive 3 tickets at the beginning of each semester.  If they are not used for late assignment passes, you may turn them in at the end of the semester for 5 points each.  There may be opportunities to earn more tickets throughout the semester.
DISCIPLINE

Please remember the 3 P’s: Be Prompt, Prepared, and Polite.  Out of respect for one another, only one person will be talking at a time during lecture time. If there is confusion about the lecture, please ask me and not your neighbors. Participation is key to this being a successful experience for all students so there will be no cell phones or electronic devices (unless it is permitted for educational purposes).  If I hear it or see it, it will always be taken to the attendance office.  The consequences to not meeting our classroom expectations are as follows:

1. A verbal reminder of the policy


2. Parent/guardian contact


3. Administrative referral

RESTROOM/WATER FOUNTAIN USAGE

Students are expected to be in class.  Please ask permission to leave class and sign out and back in.  Only one student may be out of the room at any given time.  Cell phones are not permitted.  Failure to fully comply with this will result in a referral to administration. 

TARDY POLICY

If you are not in class, you cannot learn the material. Therefore, the following tardy policy will be enforced.

1. On the first tardy, you will be reminded of the tardy policy.
2. On the fifth tardy and each thereafter, your parent/guardian will be contacted and you will receive a referral to the administration.

CLASSROOM POLICIES & PROCEDURES

ENTERING THE CLASSROOM
· You should be seated in your assigned seat by the time the last bell rings.

· Please begin working on the warm-up as soon as you’re seated (5-10 minutes).

· Pencils should be sharpened at the beginning of the class or during individual work.

· If you need to borrow a pen or pencil, please do so at the beginning of class or during individual work.

WARM-UPS
· There will be a warm-up assignment everyday.  Begin the assignment as soon as you’re seated and you will have the first 5 minutes of class to complete the warm-up.
· All warm-up assignments should be completed on the provided sheet.  They should be dated and answered in complete sentences (or with the question and answer).  Each warm-up sheet will be used for 2 weeks.
· Warm-ups will be checked periodically.

BINDERS

· Binders will be checked & graded periodically.

· Binders should be organized by page number.

· Binders will be worth a certain number of points depending on the number of assignments checked at that time.

TURNING IN ASSIGNMENTS

· All assignments should have your name written on them & should be turned in to the tray on the counter (including excused late assignments).
· If you have an excused late assignment, please write the date of absence at the top of the assignment.
ELECTRONICS

· Cell phones should be placed in the phone caddy at the beginning class and picked up upon teacher permission.
· Cell phones may not be permitted during trips to the restroom.
· Earbuds should be removed for the duration of class.
· Your teacher will indicate when electronics may be used.
LEAVING THE CLASSROOM

· The teacher dismisses the class, not the bell.

· Before you leave, clean up your area.  Throw away trash in trash cans.

· Put away all textbooks, reading materials, binders, & supplies.

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to see me.  Have a great year!!! 
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